Listening/Speaking Quiz #4 – Chimpanzees and Language  (__/ 15 points)
http://www.npr.org/2008/05/28/90516132/the-chimp-that-learned-sign-language
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Vocabulary
ethical –morally right or okay to do
unethical – morally wrong  
Main Ideas [First Listening] (5 points)
1. What was the purpose of the experiment?

a. To see if a chimpanzee could learn language

b. To show that human language is difficult to learn

c. To find out how animals communicate

2. How did the family raise Nim?

a. Like a member of the family

b. Like an affectionate pet

c. Like a science experiment

3. How much language did Nim learn?

a. None

b. Many signs

c. Sentences

d. Complete language

4. Where did Nim go next after he left the human family?

a. He was returned to a jungle in Africa

b. He was put in a zoo

c. He was used in scientific institute

5. What do people today think about this experiment?

a. Everyone agrees it was unethical.

b. Everything agrees that it was ethical.

c. There are mixed opinions.

Detail Questions [Second Listening] (10 points)
6. How is Noam Chomsky related to the experiment?

a. The researchers wanted to show that his ideas were correct.

b. The researchers wanted to show that his ideas were wrong.

c. He designed the experiment.

7. During this time (1970’s), it was very unusual for a family to want a pet chimpanzee.

a. True

b. False
8. According to the passage, what was NOT a problem mentioned with having Nim live with the family?

a. Nim started to break things around the house.

b. The husband wasn’t comfortable with him.

c. He was dangerous because he was so strong.
9. How many signs did Nim learn? ____
10. The researchers watched a video of Nim making signs.  What did they find out?

a. Nim was really using language.

b. Nim was only copying the teacher’s signs.

c. Nim had forgotten the language.
11. After the experiment ended, how did each person feel about having Nim live with the family? (3 points)

	Person
	Feelings about the experiment

	Stephanie LeFarge – Mother
	

	Jenny Lee – Sister
	

	Herbert Terrace – 

Man who designed the experiment
	


12. Critical Thinking: Do you think the experiment was ethical or unethical?  Explain using support from the listening. (2 points total = 1 point for clear, thorough ideas; 1 point for referring to something in the listening)
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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KEY
Main Ideas [First Listening]
1. What was the purpose of the experiment?

a. To see if a chimpanzee could learn language

b. To show that human language is difficult to learn

c. To find out how animals communicate
2. How did the family raise Nim?

a. Like a member of the family

b. Like an affectionate pet

c. Like a science experiment
3. How much language did Nim learn?

a. None

b. Many signs

c. Sentences

d. Complete language
4. Where did Nim go next after he left the human family?

a. He was returned to a jungle in Africa

b. He was put in a zoo

c. He was used in scientific institute

5. What do people today think about this experiment?

a. Everyone agrees it was unethical.

b. Everything agrees that it was ethical.

c. There are mixed opinions.

Detail Questions [Second Listening]

6. How is Noam Chomsky related to the experiment?

a. The researchers wanted to show that his ideas were correct.

b. The researchers wanted to show that his ideas were wrong.

c. He designed the experiment.

7. During this time (1970’s), it was not uncommon for a family to want a pet chimpanzee.

a. True

b. False
8. According to the passage, what was NOT a problem mentioned with having Nim live with the family?

a. Nim started to break things around the house.

b. The husband wasn’t comfortable with him.

c. He was dangerous because he was so strong.

9. How many signs did Nim learn? _125___
10. The researchers watched a video of Nim making signs.  What did they find out?

a. Nim was really using language.

b. Nim was only copying the teacher’s signs.

c. Nim had forgotten the language
11. How did each person feel about having Nim live with the family? (3 points)

	Person
	Feelings about the experiment

	Stephanie LeFarge – Mother
	It was unethical



	Jenny – Sister
	Implied – it was unethical; also accept she loved him like a brother; sad to see him in a lab



	Herbert Terrace – 

Man who designed the experiment
	Ethical; do other things with animals.




12. Critical Thinking: Do you think the experiment was ethical or unethical?  Explain using support from the listening. (2 points total = 1 point for clear, thorough ideas; 1 point for referring to something in the listening)
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