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Note: Item Discrimination Index
Evaluation

.40 and above

Very good (this item discriminates well)

.30-.39


Good

.20-.29


Marginal – consider for possible revision

.19 and below

Red flag for revision or rejection

Ideal Difficulty

Five-response multiple-choice

70

Four-response multiple-choice

74

Three-response multiple-choice

77

True-false (two-response multiple-choice) 
85

Part TWO: “A Green Consumer Electronics Show (CES)” (11 points)

1. _____ The radio host says the show “doesn’t look green.”  She means that the electronics at the show are…
A. using up energy

B. wrapped in a lot of plastic
C. secretive about their effects

D. different colors than green
	Item Difficulty
	0.88

	Item Discrimination
	0.12


	A*
	B
	C
	D

	30
	2
	1
	1


2. _____ How does Dave Conrad feel about the push towards environmentally friendly electronics?

A. It’s difficult. 

B. It’s exciting.

C. It’s expensive.

D. It’s boring.

	Item Difficulty
	0.94

	Item Discrimination
	-0.12


Terrible discrimination ( Maybe the problem is with the distracters. Advanced students will guess A, because it’s logical.  FIX DISTRACTER [A]

	A
	B*
	C
	D

	2
	32
	0
	0


3. Give one example of an environmentally-conscious technique that Nokia uses in the development of their products.

_____________________________________________

	Item Difficulty
	0.62

	Item Discrimination
	0.29


This item actually discriminates well.  BUT, maybe should be a multiple-choice question?

4. _____ Which of the following environmentally friendly materials is NOT mentioned as part of the show?

A. bathroom cleaning supplies

B. eating utensils (forks, plates, etc)

C. recycled carpet

D. organic food 

	Item Difficulty
	0.62

	Item Discrimination
	0.29


	A 
	B
	C
	D*

	2
	8
	1
	13


Good item that discriminates, BUT distracter B seems problematic.
5. _____ Noah Horowitz, from the NRDC, believes that the movement towards green electronics is making a major improvement to the environment.

A. True

B. False

	Item Difficulty
	0.53

	Item Discrimination
	0.24


Seems a bit difficult, and doesn’t discriminate super well.
6. _____ Which best describes why consumer electronics harm the environment more now than before?

A. Electronics users are less aware of the environment.

B. People never turn off their electronics. 

C. People have more and bigger electronics in their home now.

D. Electronics today are less energy efficient than before.
	Item Difficulty
	0.76

	Item Discrimination
	0.12


	A
	B
	C*
	D

	4
	4
	17
	0


7. _____ A 50-Inch Plasma TV uses as much energy in a year as which other household product?

A. A computer

B. A game console

C. A refrigerator

D. A TiVo box

	Item Difficulty
	0.97

	Item Discrimination
	0.06


	A
	B
	C*
	D

	0
	0
	33
	1


8. _____ Environmentalists think that the electronics industry is beginning to be more environmentally responsible.  

A. True 

B. False
	Item Difficulty
	0.71

	Item Discrimination
	0.24


9. What is the first question that most customers ask when buying a TV set?

_______________________________________________________________________

	Item Difficulty
	0.76

	Item Discrimination
	0.12


Part THREE: “An Illegal Immigrant Debate” (14 points)

Write your answer on line provided.   (1 point each)

1. _____ In the western United States, it is fairly common for citizens to hire illegal immigrants.
A. True

B. False
	Item Difficulty
	0.97

	Item Discrimination
	0.06


These first two questions seem easy, but OK because they are close to the beginning…
2. How many undocumented immigrants are currently living in the United States?
___ million

	Item Difficulty
	0.97

	Item Discrimination
	0.06


These first two questions seem easy, but OK because they are close to the beginning…
3. _____Why does Annette need someone to paint her condo?

A. The walls were too old
B. The walls smelled of smoke
C. The walls were cracked
D. The walls were a light color

	Item Difficulty
	0.82

	Item Discrimination
	0.24


	A
	B*
	C
	D

	2
	28
	3
	1


4. _____ What was the main reason that Annette decided to hire an illegal immigrant to paint her condo instead of a legal American painter?

A. Legal workers do not do a good job.

B. Legal workers are too expensive.

C. Illegal workers are easier to find.

D. Illegal workers need jobs to earn money.

	Item Difficulty
	0.88

	Item Discrimination
	0.00


	A
	B*
	C
	D

	0
	30
	0
	4


Poor discrimination ( Revise distracters???
5. _____ What work do Tom Maroun and his wife, Patricia Butler, hire illegal workers to do?
A. Paint their house

B. Clean their house

C. Mow the grass

D. Trim trees and bushes

	Item Difficulty
	0.85

	Item Discrimination
	0.29


	A
	B
	C
	D*

	0
	5
	0
	29


6. _____ What was the main reason Tom and Patricia decided to hire illegal immigrants instead of American workers?

A. Legal workers do not do a good job.

B. Legal workers are too expensive.

C. Illegal workers are easier to find.

D. Illegal workers need jobs to earn money.

	Item Difficulty
	0.47

	Item Discrimination
	-0.24


Too difficult; NEGATIVE discrimination. Revise distracters( there are more than one likely answer.
	A
	B
	C*
	D

	6
	6
	16
	6


7. _____ Suzie Perry does not hire illegal immigrants to clean and maintain her yard.  What is the result?

A. She hires legal American workers.

B. She does the work herself.

C. No one does the work.

D. Her neighbors help each other.

	Item Difficulty
	0.59

	Item Discrimination
	0.35


Difficult, but discriminates well.

	A
	B
	C*
	D

	10
	4
	20
	0


8. _____ Why did Suzie Perry decide to stop hiring illegal immigrants?

A. She felt bad for breaking the law.

B. She could easily hire legal American workers.

C. She was worried she would be arrested.

D. She wanted to show that she is against illegal immigration.

	Item Difficulty
	0.53

	Item Discrimination
	0.24


Marginal discrimination.  A lot of people picked A….
	A
	B
	C
	D*

	13
	2
	1
	18


Match the overall opinion with the speaker from the interview. (1.5 points each)

	___ Annette
___ Tom Maroun and his wife
___ Suzie Perry
	A. Hiring illegal immigrants will always happen unless these job opportunities are no longer available.

B. Hiring illegal immigrants is not as serious as other crimes.

C. Hiring illegal immigrants is cheaper and provides the immigrants with better opportunities.




	Item Difficulty
	1.00

	Item Discrimination
	0.00


Is this question necessary?  Maybe it’s overkill…. OR, maybe it just shows that they got the main idea…..?

Critical Thinking

Scoring Rubric

4 points - The answer includes specific support and refers to information in the listening passage.

3 points -  The answer includes some specific support and reference to the listening passage, but could use more.

2 points - The answer is fairly general and/or does not refer to the listening passage.

1 point - The answer is very general and/or does not refer to the listening passage.

Do you agree more with people who hire illegal immigrant workers, like Tom Maroun and his wife, OR with people who do not hire illegal immigrant workers, like Suzie Perry?  Why or why not?  Refer to the ideas in the passage while explaining your answer.
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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